
July 10,2004 

Charman Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to add rny voice to the growing number of groups and Individuals opposed to efforts 
by the local Bell telephone companies to circunivenr current rules on calls placed with a pre-paid 
cdliiig curd; lfrhey succeed, it will result in higher rates - in many cases, drainatically higher 
rates - for consnrners who place the calls. As you approach your work on this docket, I implore 
you to keep the needs of consumers in mind rather than the pleadings of the four Bell con1panies. 

The Bell companies want to target those calls in which a caller uses iz pre-paid calling card and 
dials a roll-free number, along with his or her PI”. The caller, who may be in Virginia, for 
example, is connected to a “platform” in another state -- let’s say in Nebraska. From this 
“platform,” he or she hears a message about 3 company, non-profit or person. The caller then 
dials h e  telephone number of someone in Virginia. Current rules, as well as common sense, State 
thac this represents two calls, one from Virginia to Nebraska and one from Nebraska to Virginia. 
Both calls are subject to interstate access charges bwatise &em is a call to Nebraskit and then a 
separate call IO Virginia. 

But the Ball companies want to treat this as ;I single in-state call so they can levy exorbitant in- 
state access charges. Such fees have norelationship whatsoever to thc Bell companies’ actual 
costs, which are only a fraction of what they want to charge consumers. 

Prices are already rising for gas, milk and other products. Consumers don’t need higher prices for 
phone calls too, especially when these higher rates represent a blatant giveaway to four large 
corporations. 

I am aware that the long distance compmies and others that sell pre-paid calling cards have 
weighed in with the FCC in an effort to protect their customers’ interests in this minner. It is 
now time for the PCC to weigh in on the side of consumers and show the Bell companies the door 
on this issue. 

ccs: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernarhy 
Commissioner Michael I. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 



Ju ly  10,2004 

Chilinnan Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: WC Docket No. 03-133 

RECEIVED 
AUG 1 3 2004 

Federal Communications commission 
Office of Me Secretary 

Dear Ch;tirman Powall: 

1 am writing to add my voice to the growing number of groups and individuals opposed to efforts 
by the local Bell telephone companies to circumvent current rules on calls placed with a pre-paid 
calling card. If they succeed, it will result in higher rates -in maiiy cases, drnmatically higher 
races -for consumers who place the cills. As you approach your work on this docket, 1 iinplore 
you to keep the needs of consumers in mind rather than the pleadings of the four Bell companies. 

The Bell companies want to target those culls in which a ciler uses a pre-paid calling card and 
dials a toll-free number, along with his or her 1”. The caller, who may be in Virginia, for 
examplc, is connected to a “platfoniP in another state -- let’s say in Nebraska. From this 
“platform,” he or she hears a message about a company, non-profit or person. The caller then 
dials the telephone nuniber of solneone in Virginia. Current rules. as well as common sense, state 
that this represents two calls, one from Virginia to Nebraska and one from’Nebraska to Virginia. 
Both calls are subject to interstate access charges because there is a call to Ncbrdska and then a 
scpmate call to Virginia. 

But the Bell companies want to tmat this as a single in-stare call so they can Ievy exorbitaiit in- 
stale acccss charges. Such fees have no relationship whatsoever ‘to the Bell companies‘ actual 
Costs, which are only a fraction of what they want to charge consumers. 

Prices are already rising for gas, milk and other products. Consumers don’t need higher prices for 
phone calls too, especkllly when these higher Fares represent a blacnnt giveaway to four large 
corporations. 

I am aware that the long distance companies and others that sell pre-paid calling cards have 
weighed in with the FCC in an effort to protect their customers’ interests in this manner. It is 
now time for the FCC to weigh in on the side of consumers and show the Bell companies the door 
on this issue. 

Sincuelv. 

ccs: Comrmssioner KatNeeo Q. A b m t h y  
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissi,oner Kevin I. Martin 
Commissioner loriathan S. Adelscein 
Senator 
Senator 
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July 7,2004 

Chain& Michael Powell 
Federal Conununiuuions Commission 
44s 12th stre4 S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority wmmunities rely upon low-cost telmommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a propcsal that would mtmdum 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediatoly harming millions of 
Latinos and other commefS nationwide. 

'I understand that the FCC is mnsidaing applying '%state'' access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, purl'icularly thpse on f n e d  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accoun& nnd othermeans necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stny connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrunts, senior citizens, and others face Similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -Without them, many ~ S U E ~ S  
wuld, quite literdy, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who CBLL least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying thc utility of oalliig cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, l d  
tclephono companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up pnhs; thus making these services substantially less aordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new aecess charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michaol Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeWin I 
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July 7,2004 

C h a i  Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s- S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  DocketNo. 03-133 

RECEIVED 

Chainnan Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Jfyou 
move to increasc the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay m touch in thci communities. 

The Latino community 1s pzUticuku1y sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f W o  households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cads are so prcvalent in part because. 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone scrvice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are M f i  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because t b k y  cannot 
meet the adit rating or he% deposit requirements that local phone cornpanics insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumen can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family membors and neighbors. We can use thesa cards to stay “ c Q M ~ c ~ ~ ~  as we look for 
jobs, hunt far houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all havn 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Somc of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest bendciaries of such 
charges. me FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DockctNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powelk 

RECEIVED 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase f a  prepaid calling card% 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. h d e a  half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid oalling cards me so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faccd with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he& depositrequiroments that local phon8 companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedulc many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable tha! the FCC would impose new charges and fees onthcse cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries &such 
chargea. The FCC should stand up for musumer interests over corporate s i n  by keeping 
affordable prepaid palling cards a priority. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Coninnmications Commission ' 

445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NIX 03-133 

chairman Powelk 

,The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Kyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up h e  cost for mmority or 
disadvautaged individuals to stay in touch in thcir communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
apprmimately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid &g cards are so prevdent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income collsumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone senrice costs as well. In particular, many low-incane 
boweholds who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet he  credit rating or ha@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fivm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We CBI~ use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginnble that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some oflhe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficides of such 
charges. The FCC should atand up for consumer intermis over corporate gam by keaping 
affordable prepaid d i g  c a d s  B priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J o n a h  Adelstein 



RECEIVED 
July 7,2004 

Chai- Michael Powell 
Feded Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upan low-costtelec~rnmunicationations services to 
accomplish many evmy day tasb, from looking for a job or affordable housing TO staying in 
touch with h i l y  and fiends. But pending Wore the FCC is a pmposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately hanning millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide, 

1 understmd that the FCC is considering q~plying ''h-state" accea cbarges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particulsrly those on f w d  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and athcr means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rats. 
Students, immigrants, smior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling curds are the only option avnilablt - without them, many consumers 
could, quite I~terally, be left without access to telephone service.. Raising the price of prepaid 
ca lhg  cards will diredy harm individuals who can least afford price increnses. 

Imposing k s t a t e  charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
desuoying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone campanics to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to u 
customer, would drive up prices; thus rnaldng these services substantially less affordable. Please 
lock out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael CORPS 
Comdssioner Kathlem Abernathy 
Commissiona ICcvin Martin 

Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Gmmission 
445 12th street, S.W. ’ 

Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should uot impose new access charges and fees upon prepmd calling cards. Jfyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals t~ stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitive to my price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid caUmg cards are so prevalent m part because 
‘hey save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumus hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone senice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entifely upon prepaid service because they carmot 
meet the credit rating or he* deposit requirements that l o 4  phone compauias insist upon before 
getting a phone. With p q a i d  cards. consumers cau make calls h r o  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to sray %onnected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the orhcr daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer in- over ao~$orate gain by keeepbg 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Y J 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Manin 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC DockctNo. 03-133 

@I027 

BUG 1 3 2004 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon lo~costtelecommunications servicesto 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and Eends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand 
certain prepaid d i g  card services. Maay Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing n credit history, bank accounts and othcr means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these pfepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, a d  others face shnilar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards me the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone s- Raisingthe price of prepaid 
d i m g  cards will directly harm individuals wbo can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increw8 in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of Gelling card5 to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the &g card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; Thus making these services substantially less afFordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

the FCC is caddering applyii “in-slate’’ access charges and other fees on 

CES: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevii Mattin 

Senator 
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July 7,2004 

chairman ~ i c h a e ~  Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, bC 20554 

RE. WC DocketNO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Pow& 

new charges and fees upon services-upon wh 
Latinos and other consurn~s nationwide. 

RECEIVED 

I 
Latino and other minority communities rely d o n  low-cost telecommunioations services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from look g for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and mends. But pending t ifme the FCC is a proposal that would inbudwe 

AI we depend, immediately harming millions of 
I 

I understand that the FCC is considering appding “in-state” ak.ess charges and other fees on 
certni~~ prepaid calling card services. MaDy L.+nos. patticularly those on fmed incomes or those 
cstablishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscni  to local 
telephone senrice, rely upon these prepaid caUpg cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling c a d s  are the only option av&le - without the- many consumem 
could, quite literally, be lefl without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly hwn individuals wdo can least aEord price inczeases. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a +bstantial increase in the mst of prepaid calls, 
de-oying the utility of calling cards to disadv;a”t”ged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charpes, yen when they do not sell the cdlmg card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making pese services subdmWlly less affordable. Plesse 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. I 

i 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps I 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 1 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Conpssperson 

/\I /y 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
44s 12th streq S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

AUG 1 3 2004 

€33 WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Hyou 
move to increase the cost o f  these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minoriv or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consnmers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who m on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid m i c e  b e c a e  they cannot 
meet the credit rating or h e w  deposit rquimments that local phone wmpmies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay '%onnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the oiher daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling r a d s  a priority. 

" 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcmafhy 
Commissioncz KFvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonsthan Adelstein 
senator w l u  
Senator T L L L L  
Congressperson 
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Yuly 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

AUG 1 3 2004 

RE: W C  DoCkaNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new aceess charges and fees upon pmpaid d i n g  cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of tbase &, yon will simply drive up the cost for mmoriw or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their mmunities. 

The Latino mmmunity is paFticdarly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approxlnately43% of Latino households use them. Jaded, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling fards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumers mouey. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fved and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Iu parricUl~lar, mauy low-income 
households who are on fmed kcornee depnd entirely upon pmpaid service because they cannot 
meat the credit rating or he@ deposit requinmcnts that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phona. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. Wc can use these cards to stay Yconnected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all havo. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chgm and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would bethe largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC shouldstand up for consumer interm over coip0rate pnb by keeping 
affordable prepid d i n g  cards a priority. 

cos: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martis 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell- 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-oost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touchwith family and briends. But pending before the. FCC i s  a proposal that would inmduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon d o h  we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and olhcr consurnen nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state'> -s charges and other fees on 
-in prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on f& inwmes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscnbeto local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizen% and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available-without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be Icft without access to telephone servic~. Raising tho price of prepaid 
c a l l i  cards wdl directly harm individuals who CKU least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of  prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling a d s  to disadvantaged consumexs. M o w i n g  the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charge, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus muking these services substmtialty less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impse ncw accoss charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

SinCerCty, 

ccs: CommissiOner &ael copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Ads l&n  , 



07/14/2004 07:OO FAX BO13 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sheet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority con: unities rely uooa w-DO %itions services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from look& for a job or affordable housing to staying in, 
touch with family and Fiends. But pending before the FCC is a pmposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon service upon which we depend, immedhtely harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-stak” access charges and orher fees on 
certain prepaid d h g  card services. Many Latinos, particularly thQse on fixed incomes or those 
establishing B credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid c a l l i  cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immiiant+pior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards arc the only option avaiible - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial mcrease in the cost of prepaid calls, 
desmying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large. local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, Even when they do not sell the calling w d  to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substanridy less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner W i n  M&in 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senator L A L ,  
Senator Congress& L 4 L V - i  



0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 4  07:OO FAX m o l 4  

July 7,2004 

Chairman Mchacl Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Slreet, S.W. 
Wasbmgton, DC 20554 

RE. WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latmo and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tnsks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is oonsidcrimg applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
cexbin prepaid calling card services. Many L a o s ,  particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessay to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid d i n g  cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, hipants ,  senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lefl without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will diructly hann individuals who can bast &rd price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a submtial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying th~ utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these savioes substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services, 

sinc5-9, 
I 

cci: Commissioner d i c p  cows 
Commissioner Kath een Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Cornmuhications Commission 
445 12th' street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Fd% WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chnrges and fees upon prepaid calling cards, If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cwt for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latho households use them. Indeed balfof the households wth incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. F're-paid c a l l i  cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fared and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not bc faced with rising telephone s m o e  costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fued incomes dcpend entirely upon prepad service beawe they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he% deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, comumm can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We cmwe these cards to stay uconnected" as we look fDr 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and h s  on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up fop consumer interests over colporate gain by keeping 

ing  cad^ a priority. 

Commissioner Kcnn Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelste' 
SeIl*r - J k 4 a - L  
sen* 0 - S A G  Congress p uson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street,'S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should uot impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is partjcularly sensitive to any pricc increase for pre-paid calling cards, 
appmximately 43% of Latioo households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Pre-pai~I calliig cards are 60 prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many IOW-~IICO~E 
households who are on f i  incomes d e p d  entidy upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit nquiments ?hat local phone companies insist upon before 
getring a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" 88 we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply h d  it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should Brand up for consumer luterests over wrpornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid wllmg cards a priority. 

cc9: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
S - t m 3 3 L - L  M , L  
Congres emon 
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July 7,2004 

ChaAan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority commmities rely Upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fmm looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and j?iends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new chges and f e s  upon services upon which we depend immedistety harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or tho- 
establishing a bedit  history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone s m k e ,  rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, wnior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid d i n g  cards are the only option available - without tbcm, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lei3 without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who caa lcast afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increasein the cast of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvanraged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companics to collect such charges; wen when &cy do not seU the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid d i n g  card 
services. 

c 
ccs: Commissioner M i c h d  Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemdhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelmin. , 

Senator W&S- 

Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communicat~ons Commission 
445 12th s-, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications serviccs to 
accomplish many every day tasks, eom looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with f d l y  and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal rbat would i0aodu.x 
new charges and fees upon servioes upw which we depend, immediiatdy harming millions of 
Latinos and other comumm nationwide. 

I uodemand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
cwtain prepaid &g card serviceg. Mimy Latinos. particulariy those on f ,  incomes or 60% 
establishing a credit history, bank accountr arrd other means necessruy to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at sa affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citims, and others face similar challcngc& 

As a result, prepaid calling cards me the only option available - without than, many consurnem 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price in or ease^. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid c&, 
destmying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumem. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewices substaotially less affordable. P l e s  
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid falling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



0 1 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 4  0 6 : 5 9  FAX m o l l  

July 7,2004 

Chain& Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Co&ission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to shying in 
touch with M l y  and friends. But pending before the FCC is a  pro^ that would introduce 
new charges and fees u p  services upon which we dcpend, immediatdy harming millions of 
Latinos and other collsumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" a m s s  chargm and other ftes on 
certain prepaid callimg ard services. Many Latinos, particularly those on k e d  incarmes or those 
establishing a credit histmy, bank accounts and o t b  merius necessary to subscnie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cardsto stay ctmnected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling car& arc the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite licwally, be lefi without n c w  to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards wrll directly ham individuals who can least fiord price inmases. 

lmposinog in-state charges would amount to a substantial iumease in the cast of prepaid ealls, 
desnuying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged mnsumexs. Allowing the large, lord 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substnutially less affordabe, Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

f 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Ad+& 
Senator 

Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

chaii Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fecs upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these eards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is padcdarly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of  the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid d h g  cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk price already holding fixed aad low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who arc on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty degosit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones of the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We cm use these cards to stay “connected” as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that *@ all have. 

I simply find it unimagbble that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chargas. The PCC should atand up for consumer intensts over ooiporste galn by keeping 
affordable prcpaid &ng caras a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmathy 
Comrnissioncr Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Conununidons Commission 
445 12th st-eet, S.W. 
Washingtoq DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

TheFCC should not impose new BCCCSS charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of tbwe cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mhority or 
disadvautaged indwidds to stay in touch in their communities 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive tn any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with mcomcs 
below $20,000 have ussd prepaid cards. €'=paid callhg wds am so p d e n t  in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fix& and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with nsmg telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on frxed incomes depend mtirely upon prcpaid Senice because they m o t  
meet tho credit rating or how deposit requirements rhat local phone companies insist u p  before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telcphanes 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "connected" ns we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of tbe other daily uppoinmeats that we all have. 

I smply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new Ohargm and fees on these cards 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneliciaries of such 
charges. The PCC sbonld stand up for mndumer interests oyer corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling Eards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner M i b l  Copps 
Commksioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kcvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Congressperson 
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July I, 2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street S.W. 
Washhgton, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powcll: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job w dfordnble housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introdurn 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ''in-State* access b g e s  and other fces on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on k d  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank a c c o w  and other means necessary to subscribe to lccal 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid d i n g  cards to stay Eormected at sa affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and othem face similar challerrgas. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many conrmmns 
could, quite lite~-ally. be lefi without acceGs to telephone service. Raising the price ofprepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who cau l a s t  afford prick increases. 

Imposing in-state chargw would amount to a substautial increase in the cost of  prepaid calls, 
desmying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the c a l l i  card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these saviccs suhstantialy less affordable. Plesse 
look our for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps . c) 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner onatha0 Adclstein 
senator+* L 
Senator + 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th stre S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WCDocket No. 03-133 

Dear C h a i i a n  Powek 

Latino and other minority camunities rely upon Iow-cost tc 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is  considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees on 
certam prepaid d i n g  card services. Many Lstinos, particularly those on f i e d  incomes or those 
cstablishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means nesessq to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Studfints, immigrantq, senior cjtiurns, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, m i d  calling cards am the oaly option available - without Them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telepbone m i c e .  Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will die& harm individuals who can least d o r d  price incrcascs. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calle, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowingthe large, local 
telephone compdes to collect such charges, evcn when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prcgaid calling card 
services. 

communications services to 

\ Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p p  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mamn 
Commissioncr J O M ~ ~ S Q  Adelstein . 
Senator 
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July 7,2004 

Chain& ~ i c h a e ~  POWCII 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th SiJeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunicatiom services to 
accomplish maoy every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fieads. But pending before the FCC is a ppsd that would i n d u c e  
new charges end fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

1 undersrandthntthe FCC is considering applying uir-me” access charges and othar fern on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many hthos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a oredit hisbry, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscriie to local 
telephone sewice, rely upon these prepaid d h g  cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrauts, senior citizms, and others h e  similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards ~n the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will d i r d y  harm individuals who can least afford price mcrwes. 

Imposing in-ate  charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid Galls 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantnged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to mllect such charges, even when they do not sell the callhg card m a 
customer, would drive up prices; h a  making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for c o m w s  and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

SincerelV. 

ccs: Commissioner M i b l  Copps 
Commissioner Katb le~n Abernathy 
Commissioner Kwin h h t b  
Commissionar Jonathan A4elstein 
Senator &#&A- 
Senator * & 
Congrassperson 7 


